
Refugee Families Update 
 

It’s been a busy year for the Refugee Task Force and the families we’ve sponsored! 
 

 
In January of 2022 FCC, together with FCC Dundee and FCC Elgin, welcomed a family of 9 from 
Kabul, Afghanistan.  Mom Roya, her 5 children, son-in-law, granddaughter and nephew have 
made great progress settling in Chicago.  They’ve adapted to American ways of life, while 
keeping their Afghan traditions and family together.  Recently, along with members of FCC 
Dundee, we celebrated their first anniversary in America with a joyous party. 
 
Roya and her daughter Anita both work at the Holiday Inn in Evanston.  Anita has passed her 
driver’s test and has a car to help with transportation.  She hopes to continue classes at Truman 
College.  Daughter Rowaida and nephew Abdul Rabi are both Seniors at Sullivan High.  They 
both excel at classes and are looking forward to college in the fall.  Abdul Rabi also works at a 
local restaurant.  Son Schoaib and daughter Hasanat continue school at Boone Elementary in 7th 
and 1st grades.  They are doing well in class and have become very fluent in English.   
A new baby, named Jonathan, was born in October to daughter Najila and her husband Bilal.  
They are thrilled to welcome their “American” son and nicknamed him “Joe Biden”.  He joins 
big sister Gmaira, who is a kindergartener full of spunk and joy, who can proudly recite her 
ABC’s. 
 
The family arrived under temporary immigration status called “humanitarian parole”.  They 
continue to process paperwork working with RefugeeOne.   We keep the family in our prayers 
as they balance life in a new country, grateful for the freedom and privilege of hope and 
dreams while keeping their rich cultural traditions of Afghanistan and memories alive. 
 



In April 2019 we welcomed a Congolese family, Sifa and Samwel and their 2 boys, to Chicago.  
After 11 months, during the early days of Covid, they moved to Milwaukee.  Both Sifa and 
Samwel are working at a hospital.  Sifa has a family network in Milwaukee, a city she really likes.  
Her grandmother recently arrived in Kentucky from Africa, you can only imagine the joyous 
reunion the family will have. 
 
Sons Llwetella, Benjamin and Mark are doing great.  They are now Sifa’s interpreters, 
particularly Benjamin (6) who is quite the talker.  Llwetela (9) keeps asking for a Nintendo or 
Xbox and of course chocolate!  Mark (2) is energetic and adorable … Mark was named after 
Mark Rockwell, one of their mentors from FCC.  Sifa is expecting baby #4 in April! 
 
Overall, they have acclimated well and are learning to use the structural supports and their 
family to navigate the complexities of American life.  They are very grateful for the help FCC has 
provided and the ongoing friendship of their FCC mentors. 
 

 
 
In July 2016, FCC welcomed our Syrian family.  Since then, Amal, Bashar, Layal, Leen and Abood 
have flourished!  The 3 oldest kids are all students at National Louis University.  Bashar is 
headed towards a degree in Business.  Layal is interested in pursuing the law and Leen plans to 
go to medical school.  Abood is an 8th grader, looking forward to starting at New Trier in the 
Fall.  He’s interested in trying out for the football team and is a talented artist!  He keeps his 
family hopping with his boundless energy and sense of humor. 
 



Most recently, Amal and her 3 oldest became U.S. Citizens!  With hard work, dedication and 
resolve they passed their exams and were recently sworn in.  They are thrilled to be fully 
“American” and are excited to vote, travel freely and enjoy the security and benefits of U.S. 
Citizenship.  America truly became a better place when we welcomed Amal, Bashar, Layal and 
Leen into our ranks as full U.S. Citizens. 

 
 
 
 
Big thanks to the members of FCC who’ve supported our Task Force and these incredible 
families.  And to FCC Dundee and Elgin, whose partnership has been invaluable.  Without your 
financial support, donations of household goods, prayers and encouragement, this journey with 
these amazing families could never have happened.  Taking on this refugee mission has given us 
so much.  We’ve learned tremendously from the families we’ve been blessed to walk with.  
Their courage, determination and resilience are awe inspiring.  As we say, “We may not be able 
to change the world, but we can change the world for one family.” 
 
Joy Burney, Refugee Task Force Chair 
Scott Hagedorn, Heidi Rockwell, Joyce Stevenson and Cindy Tarter members 


